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REPORT ON THE 1932 OUTING 


One of the encouraging features of the Sierra Club outings is the fact that each year the 
members who participate announce on their return that that particular outing was the “best ever.” 
The recent outing has been no exception. Starting from the Giant Forest, it embraced in its 
itinerary the headwaters of the Middle Fork of the Kaweah, the crossing of Elizabeth Pass into 
the Roaring River region, the trip over the Sphinx Trail to the Bubbs Creek headwaters of the 
Kings River watershed, the crossing of Foresters Pass into the Kern River region, the Milestone 
camp, the climb of Mount Whitney, the delightful camp at Moraine Lake, the Five Lakes camp 
near the Big Arroyo, the crossing of Kaweah Gap and the spectacular descent of the beautiful 
Hamilton Lake Cafion, and the return to Giant Forest—a variety of outstanding high-mountain 
scenery which it would be difficult to duplicate. The outing was a great success from the stand- 
point of attendance, over two hundred being with the party for the first two weeks and a few 
less during the last two weeks. The crossing of Foresters Pass, over which the Government com- 
pleted a trail last fall, demonstrated the comparative ease with which one may now travel from 
the Kings to the Kern. This new routing of the John Muir Trail is a great improvement in this 
respect. The Club was equally impressed with the trail construction now being carried on by the 
National Park Service from Mount Whitney into the Kern Cafion and also up to the Chagoopa 
Plateau out of the Kern Cafion. A splendid new trail from the Chagoopa Plateau extending up 
into the upper portion of the Big Arroyo was also greatly appreciated, taking the place of the old 
steep, dusty, rocky, and dangerous sheep-trail. The new High Sierra Trail now being constructed 
over Kaweah Gap (formerly Deer Gap) from the head of the Big Arroyo down Hamilton Cajion, 
across the Kaweah River and into Giant Forest, is one of the finest pieces of trail construction in 
the entire Sierra. The members ‘of the party especially enjoyed the descent of Hamilton Lake 
Cafion because they found there one of the finest combinations of mountain scenery in the entire 
Sierra—spectacular and inspiring cliffs, lakes in great variety, a ‘profusion of waterfalls—as well 
as the exciting scramble down over the bluffs that surround the head of the larger Hamilton Lake. 
This particular day's walk was a memorable one. It was a distinct pleasure to have the Director 
of the National Park Service, Horace M. Albright, the Superintendent of Sequoia National Park, 
Col. John R. White, and other guests with the Club that night at River Valley. 

In spite of the heavy snowfall of last winter and the peculiar snow conditions which prevailed 
on the high passes, the Club managed successfully to overcome these difficulties and they only 
served to add to the interest of the trip. Approximately one hundred members of the party climbed 
Mount Whitney, many making the trip by moonlight and viewing the sunrise from the summit. 
Climbs were also made by various members of the party of such outstanding mountains as Brewer, 
University, East Vidette, Junction, Milestone, Table, Tyndall, Williamson, Russell, Barnard, Muir, 
and the Black Kaweah. 

The one regrettable feature of this year's outing was the fact that in the ‘early days illness 
developed in the case of two or three members who were forced to leave on this account. In the 
case of Miss Jane McCormick Spalding of Los Angeles, heart trouble brought on by exertion in 
the high altitudes resulted fatally. Everything was done to insure her recovery and it was while she 
was being carried out from the mountains, after resting several weeks in the Roaring River camp 
of Mr. Ralph Merritt, that she passed away. Cases of this sort emphasize the importance of having 
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the members of these high mountain expeditions take the advance precaution of ascertaining whether 
their physical condition is such as to permit of strenuous exercise in the high altitude. 

The highest praise is due Francis Tappaan for his splendid management of the outing and 
also to Ansel Adams for valuable assistance throughout. The commissary under the able super: 
vision of Chef Dan Tachet, and the packtrain under the management of Allie Robinson, functioned 
most satisfactorily. 

Great credit is due to Colonel White and to the fine cooperation of the administrative force 
at Sequoia National Park for the many unfailing courtesies and the assistance given on innumerable 
occasions. We were made to feel at home in the park. We are also indebted to the United State 
Forest Service and to Mr. George L. Mauger of the Sequoia and General Grant National Parks 
Company for invaluable assistance in making the outing such a great success. 


WILLIAM E. COLBY, 
Chairman of the Outing Committee. 


ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBIT SEPTEMBER 19.26 


The annual exhibit of photographs will be held at the headquarters of the Sierra Club, 1050 
Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street, San Francisco, September 19th to 26th, inclusive. On Saturday 
afternoon, September 24th, the Club rooms will be open from two to six o'clock. The exhibit will 
also be held at the headquarters of the Southern California Chapter of the Sierra Club, 445 Wilcox 
Building, 206 South Spring Street, Los Angeles, October 10th to 16th, inclusive. Members of 
the party who took photographs on the recent Sierra Club outing are requested to send their albums 
to the Sierra Club, 1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco, by September 15th. Each photograph should 
be numbered to facilitate ordering of copies. It is hoped that everyone who took photographs 
will exhibit them, for each collection always has some pictures of special interest not found else- 
where. The exhibit will include the photographs taken on the recent Sierra Club outing into the 
Kings and Kern rivers region of the High Sierra by Ansel Easton Adams who was with the party 
for that special purpose. 


PLANS FOR 1933 OUTING 


While plans for the 1933 outing have not been finally determined, in all probability another 
trip will be made into the South Fork of the San Joaquin and the Middle Fork of the Kings. The 
plan will be to enter the Sierra from the east side by way of Bishop, traveling up Bishop Creek 
and over Piute Pass. The first two weeks will be spent in the Evolution region with its magnificent 
peaks and lakes. Muir Pass will then be crossed and the second two weeks will be spent in the 
Middle Fork of the Kings, where a central camp will be established near the mouth of Palisade 
Creek and expeditions taken to the many surrounding points of interest. Some of the best climbing 
in the Sierra is here available. The time of the outing will be as usual, commencing the end of 
the first week of July and continuing during the first week in August. Arrangement will also be 
made for those who can only take either the first or the last two weeks ofthe trip. Cars may be 
driven up Bishop Creek, and since the return of the party will be over Bishop Pass some arrange’ 
ment will be made for parking the cars at some convenient place while the party isiin the mountains. 
It will be an aid to the Committee if those desiring to take the trip will signify their intention of 
doing so by writing to the Secretary. 


SUMMER SKI-TRIPS IN THE NORTHWEST 


University of California at Los Angeles, 


August 6, 1932. 
Secretary of the Sierra Club. 


Dear Sir: 


I wish to inform you that while on an extended ski-mountaineering stay in Washington, I made 
what I believe is the first skiing trip to the summit of Mount Adams (12,307 ft.). I organized a 
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party consisting of members of the Seattle “Mountaineers”: Mr. Hans Grage, considered the fore- 
most down-hill runner of the northwest; Dr. Otto Strizek, who was a member of the party ‘climbing 
Mount Rainier on skis for the first time; and Mr. Hans-Otto Giese, winner of many ski races. In 
general, I found most congenial companions in The Mountaineers, a group of experienced and 
enthusiastic climbers and skiers. 

We left our camp at Cold Creek (about 5,500 ft.) at 4:15 A. M., July 16, 1932. I reached 
the summit at 11:35 A. M., the others following at intervals. Since an ice cold gale converted the 
snow into hard ice, skis were used only occasionally during the ascent, while in other places crampons 
were indispensable. Thus our trip cannot be considered as a “ski ascent” proper, which in my 
opinion is a meaningless classification anyway. The descent, however, was a full, continuous 
skirun from 12,307 to below 6,000 feet, delightful in spite of difficult snow conditions. 

Among other trips in the northwest, I enjoyed skiing from Camp Muir (19,000 ft.) on Mount 
Rainier, to Paradise Inn (5,500 ft.); a summit climb of Mount Hood (11,225 ft.), where skis 
were left behind at Crater Rock below the summit; and on Garfield Peak on the rim of Crater Lake. 

I hope to win some Sierra Club members over to mountaineering on skis during the coming 


winter. ; 
Yours sincerely, 


WALTER MOSAUER. 


ADDITIONS TO THE CLUB LIBRARY 


The following books have recently been received as additions to the Sierra Club library. 
Reviews will appear in the magazine number next winter. 


Trees of Yosemite. By Mary Curry Tresidder and Della Taylor Hoss. Stanford University 
Press. 1932. Price $2.00. 


The Fantastic Clan. The Cactus Family. By John James Thornber and Frances Bonker. The 
Macmillan Company, New York. 1932. Price $3.50. 


Days in the Painted Desert and the San Francisco Mountains. A Guide. By Harold S. Colton 
and Frank C. Baxter. Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff. 1932. Price $2.00. 


Trees of Yosemite is an especially attractive volume combining a series of block prints by Mrs. 
Hoss with descriptions by Mrs. Tresidder. 


REPRINTS FROM SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 


The following editorial appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle of August 17, 1932. It was 
written by Mr. Ben Macomber who has camped and climbed in the Sierra for many years. 


Sierra Peaks All Conquered 


A letter in the Safety Valve Saturday gave a glimpse of the extent to which our 
Sierra peaks have been climbed—but it was only a glimpse. In the years since Theodore 
Solomons, Lil A. Winchell, Joseph N. Le Conte and Bolton Coit Brown began the climb- 
ing of the great peaks of the High Sierra in the footsteps of Clarence King and John Muir 
there has been a rash of mountaineering in California which has left little undone. 

Editor Francis P. Farquhar of the Sierra Club Bulletin is authority for the statement 
that every peak in the Sierra has now been climbed. Norman Clyde alone, the Inyo 
county school teacher who for some years has made a summer hobby of standing on the 
Sierra tip tops, has scaled them all. The bad'ones, like Mount Humphreys, the Palisades 
and the Black Kaweah, have been subdued by party after party, so numerously that when 
last week Farquhar's party of six, including some novices, brought back from the summit 
of the Black Kaweah the original record of the first ascent by Duncan McDuffie, James S. 
Hutchinson and Onis Imus Brown it seemed surprising that the date of the first conquest 
of that crag of evil repute was so recent as 1920. 

The exploration of the Sierra has all been done. As in the Alps, climbing in the 
great range of California has now entered into the phase of finding new and interesting 
and more difficult routes on which to test skill. This is the sporting phase, and yet the 





fine thing about it is that it puts its emphasis on the skill that marks down as clumsy the 
taking of chances. There is going into the Sierra a young generation of climbers that | 
employs the best Alpine technique. They refuse to take chances, yet by expert work ‘they’ 
go safely and easily where the older climbers could not go at all. A ‘Sierra Club party” 
in July made a holiday excursion of following out the whole Kaweah crest—which, merely” 
as a thought, would have given heart failure to the older generation. q 
These young chaps are bringing the Sierra into national notice as a climbing field of © 
immense sporting possibility. More power to their skillful muscles! 





The letter in the “Safety Valve” referred to appeared in the San Francisco Chronic 
August 13, 1932. Mr. Vandervort’s remarks about Mount Starr King confirm other reports § 
have been received since last February's number of the Sierra Club Bulletin to show ‘that the 
has been climbed on a number of occasions in recent years. 


Sierra Peaks Endure a Vast Amount of Climbing 


Editor The Chronicle—Sir: I noticed in yesterday's Chronicle an account coming © 
out of Yosemite under date of August 8 setting forth the mountain climbing exploits of 
Warren Loose and Jean Husted. I do not wish in any way to detract from the note? 
worthy achievement of Mr. Loose and Miss Husted, on the contrary, I believe it should> 
have due acclaim, coming as it does out of a jazz age, when too few are willing to leave” 
their cars and radios and meet nature face to face; but in establishing mountain records) 
and climbing to highest peaks we must remember the generations which have gone before, a 

The climbing of three adjacent peaks in a day shows good mountain sense, as in this 9 
manner elevation once gained is never lost until after the summit of each in turn has been 
gained. In this manner I led a party of five late in the summer of 1916, climbing Mounts 
Dana and Gibbs in one day, moving our base to the foot of Lyell the next day, then up 
Mounts Lyell and Maclure in one day, thence on to Mounts Ritter and Banner, etc. © 

But it is not this part of the article that is questioned. The statement that “ q 
and Elden Dryer were the first to reach the top of Half Dome wihout the aid of rope of 
cable” is not only untrue but shows a great lack of knowledge of what I call the “middle”™ 
history of the great Tissiack. Most books on the subject state that Anderson first climbed 
this peak in the seventies and then go on to describe the cable which was attached in 
1919. Between ‘these dates many mountaineers visited the Yosemite and to them Half 
Dome was not only an inspiration but a challenge. I climbed Half Dome unaided by 
> cable, once in 1915 and eight times in 1916, but I was not the first to accomplish 
this feat. 

During the summer of 1916 Mr. Pillsbury succeeded in raising enough money for 
900 feet of substantial rope for Half Dome and a group of eight college men volun 
to put it up. I was first up with the new rope. Other members of the party were the 
late Bay Murray, son of Professor Murray of Stanford University; young Marx, son of” 
Professor Marx of the same institution; Mr. Anpach, now a practicing attorney at Glen- 
dale, Cal. The event was recorded in motion pictures by Mr. Pillsbury from a perilous) 
position on the side of the mountain, where we suspended him by a rope. After the 
rope was established, others climbed the mountain to help commemorate the event. My) 
pictures of the party on top show the faces of “Dink” Templeton, Miss Dorothy Putnam 
of Stanford and Miss Ann Brake of the University of California. 

The article goes on to state, “A few days later they climbed Starr King, the first t 
reach the top of this peak for more than fifty years.” I climbed Starr King once in 1915) 
and once in 1916 on the way to the summit of Mount Clark. Miss Husted’s claim, of 
rather the claim made for her, to be the first woman up Starr King since 1877 is probably 
true, for I know of none to climb it during my time in the Sierra, although I knew many 
mountaineers of the weaker sex who were capable of the feat. Starr King, however,” 
has been climbed, off and on, by men since the seventies. i 

It all goes to show that our statements should not take in too much territory 
that in claiming records in the Sierra we must remember the days of John Muir 


Galen Clark. 4 
CHARLES T. VANDERVORT, 
Menlo Park, Aug. 10, 1932. 7 
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